JUNE i

ST PAMPHILUS, PRIEST AND MARTYR
(A.D, 309)

[From Eusebius, St Jerom, &c.   See Jeillier, t. iii. p. 435.]

LEARNING is truly valuable when sanctified by piety and consecrated to
the divine honour, to which St Pamphilus devoted himself and all his
labours. He was of a rich and honourable family and a native of Berytus;
in which city, at that time famous for its schools, he in his youth ran
through the whole circle of the sciences, and was afterwards honoured
with die first employments of the magistracy. After he began to know
Christ, he could relish no other study but that of salvation, and renounced
everything else that he might apply himself wholly to the exercises of
virtue and the studies of the holy scriptures. This accomplished master
in profance sciences and this renowned magistrate was not ashamed to
become the humble scholar of Pierius, the successor of Origen in the
great catechetical school of Alexandria, He afterwards made Csesarea
in Palestine his residence, where at his private expense he collected a
great library, which he bestowed on the church of that city. St Isidore
of Seville reckons that it contained near thirty thousand volumes. Almost
all the works of the ancients were found in it. The saint established there
also a public school of sacred literature, and to his labours the church was
indebted for a most correct edition of the holy Bible, which with infinite
care he transcribed himself, many copies whereof he distributed gratis;
for he was of all men the most communicative and beneficent, especially
in encouraging sacred learning. He set a great value on the works of
Origen, many of which he copied with his own hand. During his imprison-
ment he, with Eusebius, composed an Apology for Origen in five books;
of which the first, in Rufinus's Latin translation, is extant among the works
of St Jerom, and is a finished piece. But nothing was more remarkable
in this saint than his extraordinary humility, as Eusebius often observes;
which the saint himself feelingly expresses in his preface to an abridge-
ment of the Acts of the Apostles, His paternal estate he at length dis-
tributed among the poor; towards his slaves and domestics his behaviour
was always that of a brother or a tender father. He led a most austere
life, sequestered from the world and its company; and was indefatigable
in labour. Such a virtue was his apprenticeship to the grace of martyrdoflJU
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